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Abstract

In this paper, the existence of risk-premium (the difference between the
future prices and expected future spot price) in US crude oil futures market
over the period of 1989:1 to 2012: 11 is investigated, and then variability of
risk-premium is explained over time. In addition, risk premium in different
time horizons of US crude oil futures market is predicted using BVAR and
VAR models. The results showed that at 10% significance level, the risk-
premium existence in US crude oil futures market is confirmed for all time
horizons (one month, two months, three months and four months), and on
the other hand, by comparing RMSE of BVAR and VAR models, the results
generally confirmed better predictions of risk premium by BVAR models in
comparison with VAR models.

Keywords: Expected Future Spot Price, Futures Price, Risk Premium, US
Crude Oil (WTI), BVAR Model.
JEL Classification: G1, Q47, C59.

1. Assistant Professor of Economics , University of Tehran, Email:behradmehr@ut.ac.ir
2. Professor of Economics, University of Tehran, Email: mmehrara@ut.ac.ir

3. Associate Professor of Economics, Institute for International Energy Studies,

Email: mmazraati@gmail.com

4. MA in Energy Economics (Corresponding Author), University of Tehran,

Email: dadafarid.h@alumni.ut.ac.ir



